Introduced by Council Member Wilson and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Crescimbeni, Becton and R. Gaffney: 



RESOLUTION 2018-633
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING JIM RINAMAN, JR. ON HIS DECADES OF PUBLIC SERVICE AND ESPECIALLY HIS ROLE IN BRINGING THE CONSOLIDATED CITY OF JACKSONVILLE INTO BEING; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, James C. “Jim” Rinaman, Jr. a native of St. Cloud in central Florida, earned his bachelor’s degree from the University of Florida in 1955 and, following his father’s career advice to “pick the alternative that leaves the most alternatives open”, served in the U.S. Army for two years before enrolling in the UF Law School and transferring to the Florida Army National Guard in Gainesville; and


WHEREAS, after earning his law degree in 1960, Jim Rinaman joined the prestigious firm of Marks, Gray, Yates, Conroy and Gibbs (now Marks, Gray) and practiced in a variety of areas of business, insurance, tort and governmental law. Quickly making a name for himself in the legal field, he was counsel for the Duval County Legislative Delegation in 1965 and 1967 and for the president of the Florida Senate, John E. Mathews, in 1969; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Rinaman has been committed throughout his career to service to the legal profession, serving as President of the Jacksonville Bar Association, the Florida Bar, the Florida Defense Lawyers Association, and the Association of Defense Trial Lawyers. He was a founding member and Chair of Lawyers for Civil Justice, Inc. and the Florida Volunteer Lawyers Resource Center; and

WHEREAS, in his dual positions as legal counsel to the Legislative Delegation and as a member of the Local Government Study Commission that recommended city/county consolidation and proposed the first charter for the consolidated government, Jim Rinaman played an absolutely vital role in both drafting the initial charter and shepherding it successfully through the “parliamentary valley of death” of the Duval Delegation debates in Tallahassee. He and his four fellow delegation attorneys, known at the time as Rinaman’s Commandos, set the agendas for meetings, supported the proponents of the proposal (primarily in the Senate), drafted amendments to the charter to achieve consensus between the senators and representatives, and essentially brokered the deal that allowed a consolidation charter to be placed before the voters of Jacksonville and Duval County, which they approved; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Rinaman’s civic contributions are legion, including being a founding member and later President of Jacksonville Community Council, Inc. and Leadership Jacksonville, Inc., Chairman of the Jacksonville Chamber of Commerce, and President of Meninak, the Jacksonville chapter of the March of Dimes, and the Northeast Florida chapter of the American Red Cross. All the while, he served in the U.S. Army and Florida Army National Guard from 1957, until he retired as a Brigadier General in 1992, earning military awards including the Legion of Merit, Meritorious Service Medal, and the Florida Cross; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends James C. “Jim” Rinaman, Jr. for his decades of selfless service to Jacksonville, the State of Florida and the United States, and especially recognizes the indispensable role he played in bringing about city/county consolidation in 1967 and 1968. Mr. Rinaman has been the model of a citizen-soldier, and his countless contributions to the betterment of Jacksonville will be long and gratefully remembered.
Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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